PEACE LIVES HERE:  A Challenge for the 21st Century

Rights without Responsibilities
(Based on Gandhi’s teachings)
Who lives?

Who dies?

Who gives a care to preserving innocent lives?

Who gives a care to perpetual lies?

Who gives a care to tortured cries?

What if only greed and cruelty thrives?

What good are rights if civility dies?

Who gives a care to what compassion provides?

Consequences of actions coincide
With what we respect and valuize

When will we surmise and realize?

When will we reprioritize?

Who wants to live where compassion abides?

Who wants to live where all life thrives?
When we calm the voices of imaginary fear

Sweet songs of harmony we will readily hear.

When we disassemble fabricated stories of lack

That is when our integrity will be on the right track.

When we take responsibility for errors and mistakes

Our actions ripple out like gentle earth quakes

Shifting our foundation in new and good ways

To extend true compassion for all of our days

Here either/or realities disintegrate into dust

Here win/win solutions become our preferable lust.

Peace lives here.

For the future, it must.
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